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 Flathead Conservation District  
 133 Interstate Lane, Kalispell, MT  59901 
 Phone:  406-752-4220    Fax:  406-752-4077 
 Web site:  www.flatheadcd.org  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER & ATTENDANCE 
Chairman Ronald Buentemeier called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. in the conference 
room.   
 
Board members present: Ronald Buentemeier, Chairman; Pete Woll, Vice Chairman; 
Camisha Sawtelle, Secretary/Treasurer; Dean Sirucek, Supervisor; Verdell Jackson, 
Supervisor being a quorum of the Board.   
 
Board members not in attendance:  John Ellis, Supervisor; Absence is excused. 
 
Supervisor Mark Siderius came into the meeting at 7:15 P.M. and then had to leave after the 
Stalowy 310 was completed. 
 
Also in attendance were: Lori Curtis, Associate Supervisor; Valerie Kurth and Ginger 
Kauffman, FCD staff; Sarah Bowman, Big Sky Watershed Corps & FCD; Leo Rosenthal, FWP; 
Angel Rosario, NRCS; Laurie Zeller, DNRC; Samantha Tappenbeck, SWCDM; Mikel Siemens; 
Marcel Quinn; Don Murray; Tom Esch; Caryn Miske, Flathead Basin Commission. 
 
 
MINUTES 
Dean Sirucek made a motion “to approve the minutes of the August 8, 2016, 310-Stream 
Permit meeting as presented.”  Verdell Jackson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Email – The Soil & Water Conservation District of Montana (SWCDM) Board  
 Conference call is scheduled for Thursday, August 25, Noon – 1:00 P.M. 
2. Email – Cascade Conservation District is looking into the possibility of renting a bus  
 to travel to convention in November, at a cost of $100 per person.  Contact 406-727- 
 3603 Ext. 125. 
3. Email – Carbon Conservation District is sponsoring Economics of Reduced Tillage in  
 Sugar Beets Workshop, Thursday, August 25.  Contact 406-962-3641. 
4. Email – July 2016 Executive Director update from Elena Evans, Montana Association  
 of Conservation Districts (MACD). 
5. Email – Lake Conservation District is sponsoring a Pivotal Pasturing bus tour.   
 Contact 406-676-284, Ext. 102 by August 26th. 
6. Email – August 11, 2016 issue of The Montana Conservationist 
 
 
 

http://www.flatheadcd.org/
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FINANCIAL 
The following bills were reviewed:    
1. CenturyLink $261.08 
2. Mineral County Conservation District $90.00 
3. VISA $394.08 
Camisha Sawtelle made a motion “to approve the bills as presented.”  Pete Woll seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  No one was present to comment on items not on the agenda. 
 
 
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) FUNDING:  Caryn Miske, Flathead Basin Commission, 
spoke to the board regarding the AIS program for this field season, funding shortfalls they are 
facing and requested support from the FCD.  Discussion held.  This will be on the September 
business meeting agenda. 
 
 
310’s 
STALOWY, FL2016007C/FL2016008C/FL2016009C, Bear Creek, tech review:   
Bob Flesher, DNRC 310-Stream Permitting Coordinator, and Michael Rotar, RESPEC 
consultant, phoned into the meeting.  FCD Supervisors had an opportunity to ask Michael 
questions about the technical review and his overall assessment of the stream system and 
landowner activities. 
 
The Supervisors were issued documents, which included: 

1. Jurisdictional Definitions and Rules from Adopted Rules, Flathead Conservation 

District, showing Rule 4. DEFINITIONS #31. Natural perennial-flowing stream, and 

#42. Stream; and Rule 5. APPLICABILITY #1-7 

2. Assessment by Bruce Anderson, PBS&J, received October 13, 2008, regarding 

Stalowy 310-permit application #FL2008014 

3. Stalowy 310-permit application #FL2009050 received June 19, 2009 

4. FCD & FWP Team Member Reports from Stalowy 310-permit application 

#FL2009050 

5. Stalowy #FL2009050 310 determination  - Not a Project 

6. Technical Review from Michael Rotar, RESPEC, received August 11, 2016 

 
The Board held extensive discussion about past 310 determinations, the perennial nature 
and character of Bear Creek, and the recent activities.   
 
Marcel Quinn asked if she could comment.  Chairman Ronald Buentemeier declined her 
request and told her that this was a board discussion.  
 
Ronald Buentemeier made a motion “to declare the work done on the Stalowy property to 
be a project requiring the following: submit an after-the-fact 310-permit application by 
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September 5, 2016; to include copies of any DEQ permits received, and to include any 
correspondence and inspection reports or other information that has been related to this 
project.”  Camisha Sawtelle seconded.  Discussion held.  The Board clarified the application 
must include all work in the project area that has not previously been permitted by Flathead 
Conservation District, including, but not limited to, all work completed last winter and the 
construction of the boardwalk on the south end of Beaver Lake.   
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
After the motion was handled, Marcel Quinn & Mikel Siemens were allowed to ask 
questions. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
310 TECHNICAL REVIEW (Consultant Expenses):  Discussion held.  Pete Woll made a 
motion “the FCD pay additional consultant expenses out of the 310-Administrative grant.  
This is to confirm the phone poll by Ronald Buentemeier.”  Dean Sirucek seconded.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
COST-SHARE APPLICATION:  Discussion held.  Pete Woll made a motion “to approve the 
Sibert cost-share application in the amount of $1447.39.”  Camisha Sawtelle seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
310 ADMINISTRATIVE GRANT #CDA-17-1810:  Discussion held.  Dean Sirucek made a 
motion “to approve DNRC 310 Administrative grant #CDA-17-1810.”  Camisha Sawtelle 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET: The July 2016 End of Month report was reviewed with the board.  Discussion 
held.  Dean Sirucek made a motion “to approve the July 2016 End of Month budget report.”  
Verdell Jackson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
FY 2016 2017 FINAL BUDGET:  Discussion held.  Verdell Jackson made a motion “to 
approve the final FY 2016 2017 budget.”  Dean Sirucek seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
SWCDM:  Discussion held.  Pete Woll made a motion “to nominate John Ellis to the SWCDM 
Board for Area V.”  Dean Sirucek seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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REPORTS 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) REPORT: Angél Rosario 
reported: 
EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentive Program) 
- Follow-up visits and Practice Certification 
- 2016 Funding – Three applications approved 
- Field Inventories of new applications 
 
ACPE (Agricultural Conservation Easement Program) 
- Management Plan completed on Big Meadows Easement 
- Field monitoring visits 
 
CSP (Conservation Stewardship Program) 
- Three applications update 
 
OTHER: 
- Vincent Josik – NRCS Student Intern 
- Building Lease renewal 
- Field Days and Tours 
- Field visit with Valerie Kurth 
- New NRCS Area Supervisor 
 
 
RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:  Valerie Kurth reported: 
Cost-Share Program: 2016-17 Cycle: Angel Rosario and I conducted an onsite assessment 
of the third application on August 12th.  We did three forest inventory plots and a visual 
survey of weeds.  Then we used the NRCS mapping tool to delineate the acreage for each 
practice to develop a cost estimate (based on EQIP costs). 
 
District Office and Outreach 
1. August advertisements: Watershed Restoration Plan and 310-Law. 
2. I continue to facilitate communication among DNRC, Don McIntyre, Caitlin Overland, 
 the consultant, and FCD in regard to the Stalowy complaints.  
3. Biocontrol of knapweed workshop on August 9th. 
4. Rolling Rivers Trailer training on August 10th.  
 
Krause Creek:  Sam Tappenbeck from SWCDM and I are organizing a landowner outreach 
meeting to be held September 1st at 7:00 PM at Mountain Brook Community Library.  We 
will present background on FCD’s involvement and an overview of the consultant’s report.  
We will also discuss the proposed project on the Garner property and the possibility of 
forming a watershed group. 
 
Northwest Montana Fair:  Sarah Bowman and I collaborated with representatives from 
Flathead National Forest and Flathead County Weed Department to design and set up our 
space in the Search and Rescue building.  Sarah and I developed new FCD display boards: 
one about FCD’s activities and one about the watershed restoration plan.  
 



 

  Flathead Conservation District   August 22, 2016 Business Meeting Minutes 

 
5 

Watershed Restoration Plan (WRP)/BSWC:  Sarah Bowman continues to work on the 
WRP development and outreach.  She made informational posters and brochures that were 
displayed and distributed at the Northwest Montana Fair.  She had a second meeting with 
representatives from Buffalo Hill Golf Club and Eric Trum from DEQ to discuss the WRP and 
the process of procuring 319 funding.  The Golf Club representatives subsequently 
submitted a pre-proposal to DEQ for 319 funding, and she participated in the statewide 319 
pre-proposal meeting via conference call.  She also attended the Rolling Rivers Trailer 
training and continues to draft and edit the WRP.  
 
Vacancy Update:  FCD received 184 applications.  I have conducted initial screening of just 
over 100 of them. 
 
FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION REPORT:  Dean Sirucek reported the next meeting will be 
held September 28th.   
 
FLATHEAD COUNTY PLANNING BOARD:  Dean Sirucek reported the meeting included two 
zoning changes and 2 major subdivisions.  The Whitefish River Trails subdivision did not 
pass, and the Fox Hill subdivision was forwarded to the commissioners with a positive 
recommendation.   
 
MACD REPORT:  No report. 
 
WHITEFISH CITY PLANNING BOARD: No report.  
 
FLATHEAD RIVER COMMISSION: No report. 
 
HASKILL BASIN WATERSHED COUNCIL:  Camisha Sawtelle reported the next meeting will 
be held September 21st. 
 
CLARK FORK TASK FORCE (CFTF): Verdell Jackson reported the CFTF will request DNRC 
create Water User Councils in the Yellowstone, Missoula and Clark Fork Kootenai basins.   
 
SOURCEBOOK CURRICULUM PROJECT:  Lori Curtis reported on the Community of 
Resource Educators (CORE) Watershed Education Committee (WEC) Flathead Watershed 
Sourcebook curriculum development project. 
 
Phase V activities status: 

A. Funding 
We have $13,240 needed to complete the project.  Timing will be an issue as we 
prefer to have printed copies of the Sourcebook for the launch workshop, but most 
of the funding we hope to receive (Resource Advisory Committee - RAC) will not be 
available until after the launch date. 

B. Milestone Dates 
The final Educators’ Guide was delivered by the MSU team and is currently being 
reviewed by the CORE WEC team. 
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C. Launch 
The Educators’ Guide will be launched during the Montana Education Association 
Conference at a CORE sponsored workshop on October 21st.  Lori booked the Elrod 
meeting room of the Flathead Lake Biological Station.  Valerie Kurth is working on 
having the launch workshop approved for appropriate continuing education credits 
for teachers. 

 
 
MATTERS OF THE BOARD/STAFF:  None.  
 
 
The next 310-Stream Permit meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 12, 2016, 7:00 
P.M. in the conference room of the USDA building at 133 Interstate Lane, Kalispell, MT. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Verdell Jackson made a motion “to adjourn.”  Pete Woll seconded.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 
P.M. 
 
Submitted By: Ginger Kauffman, Administrator 
 
 
 
Minutes approved by FCD Board motion made on: 
 
9/12/2016 Pete C. Woll  Vice-Chairman 
(Date)  (Signature)   (Title - Chairman, Vice-Chairman, etc.) 


